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Description of Historic Place

Grant MacEwan Community College Jasper Place Campus 
consists of a large apricot-coloured Modern building situated on 
a nearly full block property, north of 100 Avenue and between 
155 to 156 Streets in the West Jasper Place neighbourhood in 
Edmonton. The building consists of three staggered, separate 
long linear rectangular buildings connected by a web of gabled 
glass atriums. The building is clad in single material porcelain 
enamel tiles painted entirely in apricot and curved at the corners, 
intersected intermittently by bands of ribbon windows. A large 
two level parking lot is situated on the northwest corner of the 
lot and the surrounding property is landscaped with mature 
trees, grassed areas as well as an exterior sunken amphitheatre 
on the southeast corner of the property.  

Heritage Value of Historic Place

Grant MacEwan Community College Jasper Place Campus, 
JVTWSL[LK� PU� � ���� PZ� OPNOS`� ZPNUPÄJHU[� HZ� HU� LHYS`� HUK�
exceptionally designed Late Modern building in the industrial 
vernacular form in Edmonton, and is a superb example of the 
works of Edmonton architect, Bittorf Holland and Christianson 
Architects Ltd. The form echoes the trend of blank boxes for 
monumental form in Modern architecture, drawing inspiration 
from the sculptural form of rolling plains that enrich and soften 
the boxy architectural form. The building consists of three 
staggered rectangular boxes, accented with single material 
large, monochromatic porcelain metal enamel tiles and 
punctured with ribbons of windows. The joints add texture to 
the skin of the building as a by-product of the building process. 
The buildings are connected through a web of gabled and shed 

roof gallerias with louvres in the gables, punctuated with large 
air vents, giving an impression of greenhouse, a nod to the 
area’s agricultural history. Nearly every element in the building 
from the enamel panels, to the aluminium window sashes, 
to the landscape furniture and interior elements are painted 
apricot, inspiring the monikers of the ‘Great Pumpkin’ or the 
º)PN� )SVJR� VM� *OLLZL»�� ;OL� PU[LYPVY� MLH[\YLZ� ]HZ[� SPNO[�ÄSSLK�
areas, cohesively blurring the line between interior and exterior 
spaces, with ducts and exposed plumbing festooning the walls 
as décor. The overall effect is whimsical and dynamic, spawning 
H�JYLH[P]L�O\I�WLYMLJ[S`�Z\P[LK�[V�[OL�ÄUL�HY[Z�HUK�WLYMVYTHUJL�
departments housed in the building. The talented Edmonton-
IHZLK� HYJOP[LJ[\YHS� ÄYT� VM� )P[[VYM� /VSSHUK� *OYPZ[PHUZVU�
Architects Ltd, formed in 1976, designed this ultra-modern 
high technology structure. The design team was headed up by 
Dennis Christianson, who like Bittorff, received a Masters in 
(YJOP[LJ[\YL�MYVT�/HY]HYK�.YHK\H[L�:JOVVS�VM�+LZPNU��;OL�ÄYT�
also designed the Edmonton Public School Board’s Centre for 
Education and J. Percy Page School, both employing a similar 
TVUVJOYVTH[PJ�ÄUPZO�[V�[OLPY�YLZWLJ[P]L�L_[LYPVYZ��

The Grant MacEwan Community College Jasper Place Campus 
is also valued as a symbol of a rapid period of expansion of 
[OL�JVSSLNL� PU� [OL� SH[L�� ��Z� [V�LHYS`�� ��Z��.YHU[�4HJ,^HU�
Community College was established in 1971 in Edmonton, 
founded to bring education to the community through several 
satellite campuses, and meet the needs of life-long education 
to further their career development. In its early development, 
the college functioned as a multi-campus college, operating 
V\[�VM�ZL]LYHS�L_PZ[PUN�Z[VYLMYVU[�Z[`SL�I\PSKPUNZ��0U�� �������H�
Master Plan was developed for the future of the college, calling 
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View from within the western atrium, 2018.
Donald Luxton & Associates  |  City of Edmonton
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for a permanent core campus, while continuing on with the 
multi-campus model. The City Centre campus did not come 
[V� MY\P[PVU� \U[PS� [OL� LHYS`� �  �Z�� VWLUPUN� PU� �  ��� VU� ����
Avenue in downtown Edmonton.  In 2004, the college became 
a degree- accredited university. The college expanded to serve 
[OL�^LZ[�LUK� PU�� ����^P[O� [OL�VWLUPUN�VM� [OL� MV\Y[O�ZH[LSSP[L�
campus in Jasper Place, leasing the Central Elementary School 
MYVT�[OL�,KTVU[VU�:JOVVS�)VHYK�VU�[OL�J\YYLU[�ZP[L��0U�� ������
capital funding was approved to build the second purpose-built 
campus for the college on the current site at 100 Avenue and 156 
Street. The campus was built to replace the old Jasper Place and 
Assumption Campuses. The new campus, with room for 1500 
students, featured the latest in ultra-modern high technology, 
with space for dance, music, theatre, design arts, business 
HKTPUPZ[YH[PVU�� TLYJOHUKPZPUN� HUK� [YH]LS�� 0[Z� SV^�WYVÄSL� HUK�
subterranean levels were a product of heights restrictions on 
the property and the capacity needs of the school. The campus 
HSZV�PUJS\KLK�H�����ZLH[�[OLH[YL�UHTLK�HM[LY�[OL�JVSSLNL»Z�ÄYZ[�
president, John Haar and the college’s central administration 
HUK� WYLZPKLU[»Z� VMÄJL��;OL� JHTW\Z� VWLULK� PU� � ��� HUK�^HZ�
KLKPJH[LK�PU�(WYPS�� ����-VY�V]LY����`LHYZ��[OL�MHJPSP[`�^HZ�[OL�
primary campus for continuing education, learning resources, 
ÄUL�HY[Z�HUK�WLYMVYTPUN�WYVNYHTZ�\U[PS� [OL`�TV]LK� [V�H�UL^�
building at the downtown campus in 2017. The facility is now 
owned and occupied by the City of Edmonton, operating as a 
JLU[YL�MVY�UVU�WYVÄ[�NYV\WZ�[OH[�VMMLY�WYVNYHTZ�HUK�ZLY]PJLZ�PU�
the arts, recreation, wellness and learning, knows as the Orange 
Hub.

The Grant MacEwan Community College Jasper Place Campus 
PZ� M\Y[OLY� ZPNUPÄJHU[� HZ� [OL� ZP[L� VM� [OL�;V^U� VM� 1HZWLY� 7SHJL»Z�
ÄYZ[� ZJOVVS� HUK� P[Z� JVU[PU\H[PVU� HZ� HU� LK\JH[PVUHS� ZP[L� MVY�
V]LY����`LHYZ��;OL�WYVWLY[`�^HZ�ÄYZ[�V^ULK�I`� [OL�*HUHKPHU�
7HJPÄJ�9HPS^H �̀�HUK�L]LU[\HSS`�HJX\PYLK�I`�9V`�-��3PRL`�^OV�
subdivided the quarter section into grid-iron blocks as part 

of the Jasper Place subdivision in 1906. The area was slow to 
settle on account of it being outside of the City of Edmonton 
and unserviced by electricity and roads until the late 1940s. 
Beginning in the late 1920s, multiple lots were purchased for 
farms, transforming the muskeg landscape into a small urban 
HNYPJ\S[\YHS�JVTT\UP[ �̀�;OL�HYLH»Z�ÄYZ[�ZJOVVS�^HZ�JVUZ[Y\J[LK�
on the current property (Block 2), opening as West Jasper Place 
:JOVVS� PU� � ����;OL� Ä]L�YVVT� VUL�Z[VY`� 4VKLYUPZ[PJ� ZJOVVS�
held classes for grades 1 through 12. In 1944, a two-storey 
Modern school addition was constructed on the same lot. The 
ZSLLW`�HNYPJ\S[\YHS�JVTT\UP[`�VM�1HZWLY�7SHJL�^HZ�ZPNUPÄJHU[S`�
impacted by the post Second World War boom, and was largely 
built-out by the mid 1950s, achieving Town status in 1950. In 
1964, the Jasper Place public school board merged with the 
Edmonton School board after the town was annexed to the city 
[OH[�ZHTL�`LHY��;OL�VYPNPUHS�� ���ZJOVVS�I\YU[�KV^U�PU�� ���
and by 1972, the school board made the decision to phase out 
the school due to low attendance and maintenance issues. In 
� ���� [OL� ZJOVVS� ^HZ� SLHZLK� [V� .YHU[�4HJ,^HU� *VTT\UP[`�
College as the west end campus, and construction on the $12.2 
TPSSPVU�JVTWSL_�ILNHU�PU�� ���

The Grant MacEwan Community College Jasper Place Campus is 
HSZV�ZPNUPÄJHU[�HZ�H�SHUKTHYR�PU�[OL�1HZWLY�7SHJL�JVTT\UP[`�MVY�
its exquisite and iconic Modern architecture and as a symbol of 
the early development of Grant MacEwan Community College 
in Edmonton. The eye-catching monochromatic enamel tiles, 
which distinguish the building, were manufactured in Ontario 
by PG Bell Inc. The structure was built by PCL Construction, 
HU� ,KTVU[VU�IHZLK� JVU[YHJ[PUN� ÄYT� MV\UKLK� PU� � ����
Originally  established in southern Saskatchewan, the company 
VWLULK� H� IYHUJO� VMÄJL� PU� ,KTVU[VU� PU� � ���� HUK� TV]LK�
their headquarters to the city a decade later. PCL Construction 
expanded their reach throughout Canada during the middle of 
[OL���[O�JLU[\Y �̀�OH]PUN�VWLULK�[OLPY�ÄYZ[�PU[LYUH[PVUHS�SVJH[PVU��
in the United States, several years prior to the construction of 
the Grant MacEwan Community College Jasper Place Campus.
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Character-Defining Elements
The key elements that define the heritage character of the Grant MacEwan Community College Jasper Place 

Campus include, but are not limited to its:

• setting on a large full block lot between 155 and 156 Streets and 100 Avenue and Stony Plain Road in the 
West Jasper Place neighbourhood;

• siting in middle of block with the main entryway on the southeast side; 

• landscape elements such as: sloped lot with two level parking lot for 140 cars at northwest corner of site; 
landscaped areas surrounding complex with mature trees and sloped plant bed tucked against building; 
depressed area in southeast corner of site with grassed amphitheatre; cast iron railings; board formed 
concrete walls to define spaces on site; stairs raised to main entryway on southeast side of property; 
original street furniture matching building (light posts with globe lights, bike racks, benches); globe lights;  

• form, scale, and massing as expressed by its: three interconnected staggered rectangular buildings with 
curved corners connected by glass gabled and shed roof skylight concourses; shed roof skylights to provide 
light to basement on east and south façades; 

• steel structural frame construction materials including: board formed concrete foundation and below 
ground and stair elements; square porcelain enamel metal tiles arranged in stack bond style; 

• Late Modern-style details such as its: collection of three blank boxes connected by glass atrium all painted 
apricot; interior-exterior view of joints of porcelain enamel tiles serving as design element on walls; 
cohesion between interior and exterior spaces; narrow profiles of window sashes and door frames to 
emphasize the form; functional and design elements all painted apricot; 

• Industrial Vernacular elements including: form of atrium representative of a greenhouse; the use of 
functional elements as design (louvres, exposed HVAC, rounded HVAC vents on roof: 

• original fenestration including: fully glazed curtain walls of atriums with steel sashes and metal louvres with 
openable lights at roof peak; single groupings of ribbon and multi-light windows punctured into walls with 
steel sashes; double and single doors with single and double lights;  

• primary entryways including: main entryway on southeast corner of site within grouping of multi-light 
windows and doors and multi-light wrap-around awning roof spanning south side to atrium; smaller 
entryway on southwest side of property with similar design features; and 

• interior elements including: access to interior at third storey; board formed concrete and concrete block 
walls; exposed HVAC and electrical; gooseneck lights throughout interior; glass walled offices facing onto 
spiral staircase; glass walls with steel sashes; metal light fixtures built into balustrades; balustrades with 
metal grid pattern in atriums and stairways; 350-seat John L. Haar Theatre on fourth floor; interior elements 
painted apricot (everything apart from concrete walls and floors).


